
SWITZERLAND / EGYPT

BÄCHLIN & ELKHOLY MUSIC

WORLD JAZZ



The singer and lute player Wael Sami Elkholy and the Lucerne 
pianist Esther Bächlin founded the duo Bächlin & Elkholy in 2021. 
The idea was to bring together two very different stringed 
instruments and musical worlds to create a distinctive sound. 
Initially, free improvisations developed over time into innovative 
and multicultural compositions. Their music, if  you want to 
categorise it at all, moves between jazz, oriental and world. 

The duo's music is dynamic and interactive but also lyrical and 
meditative. Slow tempos and ostinatos transport the listener to 
distant sound horizons. Fiery unison passages and intense, 
soaring dialogues between the instruments and voices bring us 
back to the here and now! 

It is a journey through time and space, which expands and 
contracts again - a successful musical synergy of  different 
worlds!

About us



Videos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2612UJ0wi0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kxSnQATdFdE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eneESZ8HgUc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8_JIoqraEoA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=64Xfih6IV1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KanNyVrIGw


Releases

Album DSP Album DSP

Selected Audios

New Album

Audio Trailer Audio Trailer

https://bachlin-elkholy.bandcamp.com/album/golden-fields
https://music.imusician.pro/a/eUL3aWm-/
https://bachlin-elkholy.bandcamp.com/album/b-e-l-o-n-g-i-n-g
https://music.imusician.pro/a/BAdx7Ctf
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ctksukwkxq2cs783zuwxa/AOMR6Wt6pxtk_Lj9n3MNQwo?rlkey=wr85u1bfb3leg2m8w1ucvj53s&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/q9txqj8j3j4ynb2ihzpxg/Trailer-Golden-Fields-final.mp3?rlkey=au4zkx4al57vdux6rz76ysyt7&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/jdcgef00uzx4ahwj5kjxg/BeLonging-Trailer-_-Ausschnitte-vr.3.mp3?rlkey=ltl1sn2h79pwgvqhd4vi57opi&dl=0


Press & Reviews

“With melodic grace, tonal sophistication, and impressive rhythmic agility, the pianist, singer Esther Bächlin, and the (…) singer and lute 
player Wael Sami Elkholy navigate their multifaceted music between East and West. (…) Nevertheless, the intercultural dialogue between 
Bächlin and Elkholy unfolds seemingly effor tlessly, not least because both integrate singing naturally into the rich musical interplay.” 
Tom Gsteiger, Preview for ffff-Festival Wädenswil, Nov 2024

“In one of  the last pieces of  the set, Wael Sami Elkholy improvised on his oud and showcased the wide range of  his singing, from high, 
almost wailing tones to deeply rendered snippets of  Arabic text. Esther Bächlin rhythmically and clearly picked up the thread, bringing 
the occasionally dissonant sounds back together and into harmony. (…) This vastness, this relaxed calm, this ability to lose oneself!” 
Priska Meyer, Michelsämter, May 30, 2024

“The duo was incredibly well attuned to each other, with melancholic and dreamy melodies that got under your skin. They 
captivated with their unique style and their musical fusion of  jazz and oriental sounds. The album ‘BeLonging’ is a masterpiece 
of  creative collaboration between the two musicians and undoubtedly deserves to be heard by music lovers worldwide.” 
Nadia Tattersall, Kulturhaus Maihof  Web, 2023

Link: Live concert from the FFFF Festival on Swiss Radio SRF, December 2024 2024

Link: BeLonging Album Presentation on Swiss Radio SRF, May 2023     

https://www.srf.ch/audio/late-night-concert/baechlin-elkholy-duo-manon-mullener-5tet-am-ffff-festival?id=AUDI20241217_NR_0004
https://www.srf.ch/audio/musikmagazin/schweizer-musikpreise-2023?id=c76f9084-e53e-4541-9607-521be25b4d6c
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Downloads
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https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/c36uhtj7c8jj4lnsom1cj/AAxHGmpku-bpN91n2pTsrcM?rlkey=01f2v866itsqtdckwvvu3h5x3&st=sypf0le0&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/q81i4xsgusa8x7raeg9yk/ANJugaH8zP6nSUDs3pZFT1A?rlkey=c9ilv1keqvgu4hwyx5n8cg23q&st=as5zkx40&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/nbiub2xe3fw13vibdnm6b/AFylbfNoss99wIyrUNmVSdc?rlkey=n1h48ap5rtngr4h1dbjfohzhc&st=8mtzedze&dl=0
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